


GuatePhoto International 
Photography Festival is the 
result of a fortunate moment 
for photography in Guate-
mala. The emergence of new 
talents, of young aesthetics, 
of transgressive ideas and 
fresh spaces has generated 
the ideal conditions for artists 
of diverse latitudes to find 
an exchange space in this 
Central American country. 
The festival and its organiz-
ers seek to promote, docu-
ment, educate and celebrate 
photography from a diversity 
of standpoints, contexts and 
diffusion spaces.

This year GuatePhoto pre-
pares the second edition of 
the festival that stands as an 
essential referent for Latin 
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American Photography. From 
the 7th to the 25th of No-
vember 2012, Cantón Ex-
posición, a former exhibition 
and trade fair center adjacent 
to Guatemala City’s historic 
center, will become a zone 
taken by photography: ex-
hibitions in old warehouses, 
streets, bus stations and pub-
lic spaces will be intervened 
by the work of internationally 
acclaimed photographers 
and local talents who will find 
in the festival a distinctive 
backdrop to the diffusion and 
exhibition of their work. 

GuatePhoto is a project orga-
nized and produced by La Fo-
toteca and RARA Magazine.



OPEN CALL
GuatePhoto opens a call for proposals to photographers around the world 
interested in presenting their work. The works presented participate in a se-
lection process in which 15 finalists will be elected. The works of the finalists 
of the Open Call will be exposed in one of the main exhibitions of Guate-
Photo 2012. 

The choice of subject matter is free and the call for proposals is open to all 
photographers and photography collectives of any nationality. Those inter-
ested in participating must:

1. Fill the application form with all the required data. 

2. Upload a portfolio or a photographic series (from 6 to 15 images), 
through the official web page of the festival www.guatephoto.org in 
the section labeled APLICA/SUBMIT, which must be accompanied by a 
brief text describing the photographic project. (The images must be in 
JPG format, 72 dpi and weigh less than 1 MB.)

3. Pay a USD $20 fee. This fee helps finance the festival production and 
grants the right to review by the board of advisors. 

The submission deadline is: August 31st 2012.

FINALISTS
Of all the works received in the open call, 15 finalist photographers will be 
selected. Their work will be shown in the main exhibition of GuatePhoto 
2012, from the 7th to the 25th of November. 

GuatePhoto will cover printing and exhibition expenses of the finalists’ work.

The selected photographers will be announced on the 10th of September 
through the official web page www.guatephoto.org and directly contacted 
via e-mail.



PRIZE
Of the 15 finalists the winner elected will receive: 

US$ 3,000.00 in cash

Solo exhibition in the new gallery of La Fototeca*

Seven page spread published in RARA magazine

An all expenses paid trip to Guatemala to attend the inauguration of the festival

*Includes all exposition expenses

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
The participation in the Open Call implies granting the rights of use of the photo-
graphs to La Fototeca with the sole purpose of promoting GuatePhoto Festival in 
different printed and digital media. Under no circumstances will GuatePhoto use 
the photographs to ends other than the diffusion and promotion of the festival.

The organizers commit to the destruction of all printed photographs exhibited in 
GuatePhoto Festival 2012 after the festival has concluded.



OPEN CALL JURY
Luis González Palma is a Guatemalan photographer who lives and works 
in Córdoba, Argentina. His work has been widely exhibited internationally 
(United States, Australia, Mexico, England, Slovakia, France, Spain) both in 
solo exhibitions and in photography festivals. His work is included in major 
public and private collections such as The Art Institute of Chicago, The Daros 
Foundation in Zurich, Switzerland, La Maison European de la Photographie 
in Paris, France, The Houston Museum of Fine Arts in the U.S. and La Fonda-
tion pour l’Art Contemporain in Paris, France.

Jaime Permuth is a Guatemalan photographer who lives in and works in 
New York City where he has exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art, The 
Brooklyn Museum, The Jewish Museum, the Museum of the City of New 
York, El Museo del Barrio, The Bronx Museum and The Queens Museum. His 
work has also been exhibited in San Francisco, Los Angeles, Mexico, Guate-
mala and Israel. He teaches in the Master of Professional Studies in Digital 
Photography at the School of Visual Arts.

Clara de Tezanos is Co-Founder, General Coordinator and Director of La Fo-
toteca. She has directed various exhibitions and photography events. After 
studying photography in France, she worked in Paris for several years. She 
has participated in various group exhibitions such as the New York Photo 
Festival, The Arles Festival, France, ESFOTO (El Salvador) and Foto 30 (Gua-
temala) among others.

Juan José Estrada is Co-Founder and Director of La Fototeca alongside 
Clara de Tezanos. He began his photography studies in Barcelona in 2005. 
He has exhibited internationally at the Galería Gris Art (Barcelona) and the 
New York Photo Festival. His work has also been presented in major auctions 
and various exhibitions in Guatemala City. Juan José has also been curator 
to many local and international photography contests.

Andrés Asturias is Director and Founder of RARA Magazine. As a photogra-
pher he has held solo exhibitions in the main galleries and cultural centers 
of Central America, Mexico and the United States. He has participated in 
various exhibitions worldwide including PhotoEspaña (2007 and 2010), Grid 
Photo Festival, the Central American Biennial of Visual Arts and more re-
cently in the Art Museum of the Americas in Washington, D.C. He has been 
responsible for various publications on photography for the ACEID, LibroVi-
sor and the last two edtions of the book Guatemala Eterna Primavera, Eterna 
Tiranía by Jean-Marie Simon.



THE CITY AS 
SCENARIO 
Cantón Exposición, the area 
where GuatePhoto will be ta-
king place, was built towards 
the end of the nineteenth 
century as an exhibition 
and trade fair center. With 
the passing of time and the 
growth of the city, the area 
became a small industrial 
zone, which has recently 
housed cultural and educa-
tional projects. 

The Festival seeks to trans-
form this space into a gathe-
ring point for Guatemalans, 
modifying the urban lands-
cape into a dynamic scenario 
through exhibitions, guided 
visits, rallies, contests, eve-
ning projections, live mu-
sic and children activities 
among others. The festival 
also counts with an extensive 
program that includes talks, 

and round tables related to 
the world of photography 
and art. Recognized photo-
graphers will be taking part 
in these activities and will 
be sharing their experience 
and points of view with the 
general audience.

One of the main interests of 
GuatePhoto Festival is to crea-
te an educational platform 
with great pedagogical con-
tent that generates a series of 
interactions between photo-
graphers, students, professio-
nals and photography lovers. 
The workshops and talks seek 
to bring the public closer to 
the world of photography.







ADVISORS
GuatePhoto counts with an excellent assessment team comprised by photo-
graphers, academics, museum directors, editors and curators of great presti-
ge in the international photography scene, who will accompany the process 
of conceptualization and organization of the event. 

Amongst them is Idurre Alonso from MOLAA (Spain), Sam Barzilay from Uni-
ted Photo Industries (USA), Elvis Fuentes from the Museo del Barrio (USA), 
Leslie Martin from Aperture (USA), Laura Moya from Photolucida (USA), 
Luis González Palma (Guatemala), Fiorella Resenterra from the Museo 
de Arte y Diseño Contemporáneo (Costa Rica), Marta Soul from NoPhoto 
(Spain), and Adriana Teresa from Foto Visura (USA), among others. 



CONTACT
www.guatephoto.org
info@guatephoto.org
(+502) 2336-8570

GuatePhoto is a project organized and produced by 
La Fototeca (www.lafototeca.org) and Revista RARA (www.revistarara.com)

Photo by Ferit Kuyas GuatePhoto 2010 winner.



The submission deadline is August 31st, 2012
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